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Michigan Works! Region 7B Consortium
Career & Educational Advisory Council
Minutes of the Meeting
April 13, 2026

Mr. Petri called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. at Michigan Works! Service Center, West Branch, MI.
Pledge of Allegiance was recited
Introductions were made 
PRESENT:	Shawn Petri – C.O.O.R. ISD; Laura Percival, - STEM; Eric Johnson - Clare/Gladwin RESD, Norm Fullmer – Workforce Development Board; Byran Crainer – Whittemore Prescott, Allison Hudson - Michigan Rehabilitation Services (on-line); Gail Hughey - West Branch Rose City Schools; Judy Walton - Harrison Schools (on line); Erine Wescoat - Kirtland Community College; Amy Kraatz– LEO WD (on line).
ABSENT:	Michael Evans - C.O.O.R. ISD; Tina Williams, Jay Young - Iosco RESA; Tim Hood - Mid-Michigan College; Kara Mularz - Department of Health & Human Services; Dawn Stone – Alpena Community College; Amanda Bootz - Saint-Gobain; Michael Ehinger - Whittemore-Prescott Schools; Jamie Cain - Iosco RESA, Heidi Palatka – Houghton Lake Community Education. 
Staff:	Mark Berdan, Barb Hawkins, Pam O’Laughlin.
At this time Ms. O’Laughlin provided an update on Region 7B the Jobs for Michigan Graduates, WIOA Youth and Young Professional funding.  The Young Professionals and Young Professionals Plus program targets out-of-school youth for paid work experience.  The Career Navigators are setting up job shadowing for their students.  Ms. O’Laughlin would like letters of support to apply for a Chamber Foundation Grant that will establish a regional employer-driven career connected learning system across all 6 counties.  This project will deploy Career Navigators embedded within the CTE programs to connect students to high-demand career pathways in healthcare, manufacturing, and skilled trades.  
Mr. Johnson provided an update with the Perkins Grants for submission. They are still waiting for the State to provide the final requirements.  There were issues with the SAT scores for the Juniors with Math.  The 61V grant applications were mostly denied, the state sent out 24 million to the Southeast, Southwest and UP of the 70 million.  This money needs to be spent by 9/30.  A job fair is scheduled for 4/22 at the Magnus Center.
Mr. Petri updated members that a joint board meeting with Kirtland and Charlson Heston took place to tour the new CTE center.  Mr. Crainer stated Iosco RESA did the same.
Ms. Percival provided the MiSTEM Region 12 update; handouts will be sent to those not here.    
Middle Michigan MiCareer Quest will be at SVSU on October 9th; and Northeast Career/Quest will be at Ellison Place in Gaylord on May 14th.
Anyone interested in attending the Statewide Robotics meet in Saginaw on Friday, April 17th let Mr. Petri know and he will get you the information.
There will be a Race to Talent event in Gladwin on June 3rd or 4th; information will be forwarded when solidified. 
Next meeting scheduled for June 12, 2026, Friday, at 10 A.M. jointly with the Workforce Development Board, Local Elected Official Board, CEAC at Riverwalk in Gladwin.

Meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m.

Shawn Petri – Chair
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