Proposed



MICHIGAN WORKS! REGION 7B CONSORTIUM


BOARD OF DIRECTORS/WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD
CAREER EDUCATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting


June 12, 2026
Chairman - D. Jay O’Farrell, Michigan Works! Region 7B Consortium Administrative Board of Directors, called the meeting to order at 11:24 a.m. Chairman - Norm Fullmer of the Workforce Development Board called the meeting to order at Iron’s Park, West Branch, Michigan. Roll call was taken with results as follows:

ADMIN BOARD

PRESENT:

Arenac – Bobbe Burke; Lisa Salgat; Clare – Jeff Haskell; Iosco – Jay O’Farrell; Ogemaw – Jenny David.
ADMIN BOARD

ABSENT:

Roscommon – Darlene Sensor.
WDB PRESENT:
Common Sense Consulting - Norm Fullmer; Federal Broach – Don Finkbeiner; Miller Logging – Marcus Smith; Consumers Energy- Robert Balzer; BMG – Amy Widdis and Lisa Swinson; Northern Michigan Banquet - Mark Vick; ATD Engineering – Peter Cramer; Hyperion - Mark Gendregske; Meijer – Jeremy Jarnigin; Northern Michigan Banquet – Mark Vick; MIHealth -  Rick Bowen; ; Post-Secondary Education – Tim Hood and Scott Mertes; Economic Development – Phil Durst; MRS – Todd Miner; Labor - George Yost, Kevin Lucke; Paul Prebay; Kirtland Community College – Erine Wescoat.  
WDB ABSENT:
Competitive Machine – Laura Puzzuoli; Advance Battery – Jon Joslin; arHarMann Construction – Kim Wood; Kalitta Air – Angel Melendez; Lear Corporation – Jessica Mika; Saganing Eagle Casino – Erik Rodrigues; Amanda Bootz – Saint Gobain Performance; DHS – Kara Mularz; Commission for Blind Persons – Susan Root; Education – Shawn Petri; CBO - Mark Polega.
One-Stop Operator:
Janet Bloomfield
Partners:

Megan Staton - JMG
CEAC BOARD:
C.O.O.R. ISD – Michael Evans; Iosco RESD – Tina Williams and Whittney Ditmer, Whittemore- Prescott Schools – Bryan Crainer. 
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STAFF PRESENT:
Mark Berdan, Robert Caillier, Barbara Hawkins, Renee Sievers, Tawnee VanHorn,  Renee Nagy, Lori Friend, Amber Davies, Stephanie Buffman, Pam O’Laughlin, Becky Campbell, Shelby Powell, Tasha Newbert, Helen Ecker, Jerrie Tremble, Ammie Webb, Lisa Schwerin, Aimee Michalak, Zakory Dippold, Angela Walter, Jeanne Roe, Hauk DeGeer, Jody Bennett, Anna Hetherington, Heidi Kruse, Chris Hubbard, Penny Payea, Brenda Bachelder, Sara O’Rourke, Bill Hisey, Jacquilyn Sholes, Marty Roberts, Todd Cook, James Wing, Jon Pierson, Kristy Schaefer; Katie Bouldin, Sandra Grey, LeeAnne Comer, Dusty Walsh, Vanessa Richmond, Michelle Dyment, Jean Hollenbeck, Lane Mathews.
GUESTS:
Bob Anderson – Senator Roger Hauck Office; Ashley Afawal – Congressman Moolenaar Office; Mike Hoadley – State Representative; Jake Francisco and Pat Muoir and guests of Board and Staff.
Mr. Berdan thanked the LEO and WDB for their dedication and support on the Boards.  Lori Friend and Amber Davies received recognition for JMG Managers of the Year.
The Workforce Development Board minutes of March 19, 2026 were presented after discussion action was as follows:  
Mr. Yost moved to approve March 19, 2026 minutes as presented.  Mr. Hood supported the motion.

Motion Carried
The Local Elected Official minutes of May 29, 2026 meeting were presented after discussion action was as follows:

Ms. David moved to approve May 29, 2026 minutes as presented.  Mr. Haskell supported the motion.

Motion Carried.
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At this time Representative Hoadley applauded the agency for all the hard work in providing services to our communities.

Mr. Berdan Presented the GF/GP Young Professionals Plus plan.  After discussion action was as follows:
For the WDB

Mr. Hood moved to approve the GF/GP Young Professionals Plus plan as presented.  Mr. Finkbeiner supported the motion.

Motion Carried.

For the LEO
Mr. Haskell moved for the LEO to approve the GF/GP Young Professionals Plus plan as presented.  Ms. David supported the motion.

Motion Carried.

The Going Pro Talent Cycle 1 Plan was presented.  After discussion action was as follows:

For the WDB
Mr. Finkbeiner moved to approve the Going Pro Talent Cycle 1 plan as presented.  Mr. Balzer supported the motion.

Motion carried.  

For the LEO
Ms. David moved for the LEO to approve the Going Pro Talent Cycle 1 plan as presented.  Ms. Burke supported the motion.

Motion Carried.  

Mr. O’Farrell recognized Mark Berdan r for 40 years of service; Mr. Berdan recognized Robert Caillier for 35 years of service and Anna for 25 years of service.
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Mr. Berdan presented staff awards:  

Michigan Works! Together


Exceptional Service

JMG - Megan Stanton



Sara O’Rourke

Commitment to Excellence


Extra Mile

Becky Campbell




Tawnee Van Horn

Ripple Effect




Shining Star

William Hisey




Vanessa Richmond

Unsung Hero




Jacqueline Sholes

Christine Hubbard

Dates for the next meetings:
Friday, June 26, 2026 10:30 a.m. LEO Michigan Works, in West Branch
Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:00 a.m. ESC Michigan Works, in West Branch
Thursday, September 17, 2026 Full Board, 8:30 a.m. Michigan Works in West Branch
Monday, October 12, 2026 11:00 a.m. CEAC Michigan Works! West Branch
There was no Public Response.

Meeting Adjourned 12:00 p.m.

D. Jay O’Farrell  - Chairperson


Norman Fullmer - Chairperson
Michigan Works! Region 7B Consortium

Michigan Works! Region 7B Consortium

Administrative Board of Directors


Workforce Development Board

Recording Secretary:

Barbara Hawkins/bjh

